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c.43 : archives (including Cambridgeshire Collection and Folk Museum) – sources for Cambridge 

local history 

 

 

1899 01 04 

However poor the local newspaper its files are the best source of information as to what has taken 

place in the district. It is only in the British Museum that files of the newspapers are preserved as a 

matter of course. In places where there are free libraries a good deal is done but very often the files 

are incomplete and in some cases the importance of preserving these records is not realised as it ought 

to be. County councils should undertake the work of filing these newspapers, of binding the volumes 

and keeping them in a place ready of access by the public - 1899 01 04 

 

1904 06 16 

Cambridge Library committee referred to the recent fire on Peas Hill and the destruction of the 

premises adjacent to the library. But for the skill of the fire brigade the reading room must have been 

destroyed and the contents lost. The accumulation of books, pictures and scarce literature could never 

be replaced. Now the old dilapidated buildings should be cleared away and a more appropriate 

building erected. Next year they would celebrate the jubilee of the opening of the library and the 

appointment of Mr Pink as Librarian. The Library Association should be invited to hold their annual 

meeting at Cambridge, free of charge. 1904 06 16 

 

1905 08 21 

Cambridge Free Library is singularly rich in local literature due mainly to the Librarian, John Pink. 

He was born some 67 years ago and is steeped in Cambridge lore. There is little that he does not know 

and is always able to tell where the answer is to be found. His catalogues testify to a conscience for 

detail and a zeal to make the library as comprehensive as possible. His conscientious manner and 

obliging disposition are reflected in all the members of his staff. 05 08 21b 

 

1906 11 26 

It is with regret we announce the death of Mr John Pink, the Cambridge Borough Librarian. He started 

life as a bookseller’s assistant but the adoption of the Public Libraries Act in 1853 opened up the walk 

in life which he has conscientiously and with dignity trodden for over half a century. Around him and 

his personality the Cambridge library has grown from small beginnings to its present state as one of 

the finest in the provinces, a permanent memorial to its first librarian.  06 11 26c & d funeral 06 11 

28, 06 12 01[1.6] 

 

1907 06 11 

 

Central Library 

“Local 

Collection” 

 

1930 
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Cambridge Central Library Reading Room opened in 1884 but has now fallen behind many towns of 

similar size. The Reference library contains a Shakespeare library and an important Cambridge 

collection accommodated in galleries in the lending department. They have many old books, prints 

and artistic works they are unable to exhibit and cannot give the community the full enjoyment of 

their own possessions. There is a pressing need for an extension of its premises.  07 06 11a & 14, 07 

03 16 

 

1909 06 04 

Cambridge Free Library has acquired at auction a somewhat badly bound volume of Cambridge 

newspapers which are unique. They start as ‘The Huntingdon, Bedford, Cambridge and Peterborough 

Gazette’ of 15 April 1818 but change title to ‘The Cambridge Independent Press’. The purchase 

shows the happy understanding between the University and Town Libraries both of which were 

anxious it should not pass into private hands. They agreed the Borough Library should have the first 

chance but that if the price were too high then the University would bid. 09 06 04 

 

1913 08 15 

Cambridge Free Library reports an increase in use with as many as 3-400 visitors in one hour. The 

cultivation of interest in local history shows every probability of the future Reference Room being 

well used. It possesses a very fine collection of books, maps and plans on local subjects for which 

there is considerable demand. John E. Foster had been a generous donor and presented many volumes 

of local and antiquarian interest. 13 08 15 p9 CIP 

 

1914 06 04 

W.B. Redfarn’s Milton Hall museum includes gloves worn by Cromwell and King Charles II, 

Cromwell’s snuff box & spectacles and pieces of armour from every century 14 06 04 p7 

 

1915 05 21 

Interesting Engraving. The Cambridge Borough Librarian has been authorised to purchase, at cost of 

35s. a local engraving, entitled the Dinner given to 15,000 persons on Parker's  Piece, Cambridge 

Thursday 28th June,1838 in honour of the Coronation of her must   gracious Majesty Queen Victoria. 

The engraving is by Harraden 15 05 21 CIPof 

 

1915 10 15 

A file of Cambridge Gazette newspapers purchased at auction sale 15 10 15 

 

1924  

The Cambridge Library committee proposes to transfer the local collection to a more easily accessible 

position. At the present time it is shelved on the gallery in the committee room and few people realise 

the wealth of material to be found. It is proposed to transfer all bound volumes to the shelves in 

general, but it would be fatal to allow unlimited access and it is suggested that frames be fitted with 

brass wire lattice. The whole collection requires to be classified so that readers may see at a glance the 

extent of material on any subject c24 10 20 

 

1925 05 16 

Display of material from Cambridgeshire Collection TT [25 05 16] [1.9]  

 

1926 05 01  

Display of playbills from Cambridgeshire Collection  [1.10]  

 

1927 02 16 

The work of maintaining a pictorial record of the streets and buildings of Cambridge is greatly 

facilitated by modern photography and much credit is due to those enthusiastic amateurs who 

perpetuate these important historical records. There are some excellent examples of the work of the 

Cambridge Photographic Club on exhibition at the Borough Library and the short time required to 

view the photographs will not be wasted. 
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1927 10 05 

Cambridge Photographic Club had made progress with the photographic survey of the county and 

over 100 prints were produced. There was still a great deal to be done and this should be regarded as 

one of the most important parts of the club’s work. A collection of photographs of Cambridge was 

exhibited in the Public Library. The East Anglian Federation had held its summer meeting in 

Cambridge, but the weather was not in favour of photography. 

 

1929 01 28 

Certain documents of an historical nature are stored in Cambridge prison on Castle Hill and access is 

permitted to University students for the purpose of study. But if a County Hall is built on the site the 

Prison will be pulled down and the documents removed. The University fears that they would lose a 

very big educational factor and urge the County Council to provide accommodation for them in their 

new building. Having regard to the tendency of modern legislation to give Councils more work they 

would probably require considerably more accommodation at the end of 20 years and such storage 

would then be valuable for administrative purposes - 29 01 28 

 

1929 05 15 

Corporation Archives – CDN 15.5.1929 

 

1929 10 29 

The Government Office of Works have made arrangements for the records at present stored in the old 

Prison on Castle Hill, to be removed from Cambridge to another disused gaol. It is their policy to 

concentrate such records at Canterbury. The Governor’s House at the old Prison will be adapted to 

provide temporary accommodation for county council staff and rooms in the prison gatehouse used 

for storage purposes. This has released accommodation at the County Hall for other departments  - 29 

10 29 

 

1930 

Cambridgeshire Record Office dates from 1930 when records were first sent to the County Council 

for safe keeping; it was then responsible for the Isle of Ely, Huntingdonshire and Rutland.  

 

1930 09 24 

Tens of thousands of old documents are being destroyed every year so that fancy goods like drums 

and tambourines might be made from the parchment. County Record Offices should be established 

where they could be housed and skilled archivists give them the proper attention. County Councils 

were too fully occupied with questions of local government to give archives proper consideration but 

their preservation was too big a matter to be treated as a sideshow, says Cambridge Antiquarian 

Society. 30 09 24 

 

1931 04 17 

St Ives town council has been awarded a site for the building to be called ‘The Norris Library’ which 

is to house a collection of Huntingdonshire topography, pictures and antiques collected by the late 

H.E. Norris. At his home in Chichester he had a room crowed with pictures, relics and literature. He 

was a man of great literary attainments and one of the finest chess players in England. The council 

recorded their gratitude and appreciation and stood for a moment of silence in tribute to his memory. 

31 04 17b 

 

1931 12 25 

Sir – when Mr W. Rouse Ball and myself were invited to consider a local guide for publicity purposes 

we also recommended a volume of old views of Cambridge. In our local library and with the 

Photographic Club and many citizens, there are many old pictures which would prove of lasting 

interest as a record of the past, a volume which would appeal to all those who are interested in the 

township – Charles Porter, Sidney Street. 31 12 25c 
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1933 09 14 

Sir – in my old curiosity shop in Trumpington Street I have formed a museum of prison, punishment 

and other interesting relics, many of which have come from our old Cambridge prisons. They include 

the clothes, mask, pistol and spurs of Dick Turpin which were left at the Three Tuns Inn, Castle Hill, 

on the eve of January 12th 1739. I would welcome any items connected with village punishment or an 

old police uniform with the beaver top hat – E. Rutter  33 09 14 

 

1933 09 22 

The Norris Library and Museum at St Ives was opened with full civic pride. Herbert Norris’s 

collection of manuscripts and books was unique; there was nothing printed in the world concerning 

Huntingdonshire that was not there and it should become a county museum. The architect, Mr Inskip 

Ladds was congratulated. The council had also carried out improvements to the Waits and made new 

flower beds. 33 09 22 

 

1934 01 06 

Mr E. Rutter of the ‘Olde Curiosity Shoppe’, Trumpington Street, has purchased a razor which 

belonged to King George III. It will be added to his other 200 interesting relics that include a Bible 

dated 1633 which has covers worked in needlework by King Charles I’s wife and a pair of very fine 

silk stockings bearing the royal crown, which were worn by Queen Victoria. He also has a warrant 

issued by Oliver Cromwell and a cockade worn by Lord Nelson. He attempted to buy the Eton 

flogging book but that sold for the remarkable sum of £450. 34 01 06 

 

1934 06 30 

Two of W.B. Redfern’s collection of Cromwellian relics have returned to Cambridge. A pair of grey 

gauntlets and a pair of spectacles in their original fish skin case which belonged to Oliver Cromwell 

were purchased by Edwin Rutter and added to his museum at the Old Curiosity Shop on Trumpington 

Street. 34 06 30 [34 06 30 TT, 34 11 17] 

 

1934 07 06 

Preservation of old deeds and documents – CAS appeal – 34 07 06 

 

1934 11 03 

Councillor Peck suggests Folk Museum [34 11 03 TT]  

 

1934 11 12 

Until recently it was customary for some of the Cambridge Corporation documents to be in the private 

possession of the town clerk. When Thomas Yorke died in 1756 he had a large quantity of treasurer’s 

accounts in his possession. His executor put them into a chest in St Michael’s Church for safe 

keeping, but then he died and nobody claimed them. They did not belong to the parish and when 

space was wanted the clerk was authorised to sell them as waste paper. John Bowtell, the University 

bookbinder, bought the whole lot, Dr Palmer told the Women’s Luncheon Club. They were now 

preserved in Downing College. 34 11 12a & b 

 

1934 11 17 

Oliver Cromwell’s hat is to stay in Cambridge. When put up for auction last April it was withdrawn at 

£25. But now it has been purchased by Mr E. Rutter of Ye Olde Curiosity Shop and Museum, 

Trumpington Street. The hat has a very large flat brim and tapering crown. It has been handed down 

through several generations of the Constable family who ran a very old established hat maker’s 

business where Cromwell left the hat when he was up at Sidney Sussex College. It will be placed 

alongside other Cromwell relics including his gauntlet gloves and spectacles. 34 11 17c 

 

1935 10 28 

A folk museum may be established in the old White Horse Inn following a meeting called by 

Cambridge Rotary Club. It should be a town and county museum for objects of local interest. Dr 

Palmer offered some of the items which had accumulated in the attic of a house where his ancestors 
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had lived for 300 years. This was only the beginning: the ideal folk museum should be in the open, a 

space in which old cottages, smithies, a windmill and other things could be shown.  35 10 28 & a 

 

1935 12 10 

A local history exhibition in the Central Library Reference Room in connection with the Local 

Government Centenary Celebrations shows how Cambridge looked in days gone by. Schoolchildren 

are showing the greatest interest as they make tours of the exhibits. Photographs show the changes 

more vividly than anything: it is hard to believe that the Hobson Street pictured is the same one today. 

Political broadsheets from the 1840s comment on the ‘horrible extravagance’ of police expenditure 

and hint that all was not well with the painting of the inside of the Council Chamber - it advises local 

painters to have nothing to do with the job. 35 12 10 

 

1936 05 11 

Dr William Mortlock Palmer has examined a vast number of old corporation papers and documents. 

They have been cleaned, labelled and made up into parcels, listed with cross-references and arranged 

in cupboards. The result is that order has been effected out of chaos. They contain valuable material 

for social history with original petitions, complaints of nuisances and opposition to proposed 

improvements. The most bulky is the petition against making the concrete paths across Parker’s Piece. 

Some have been handed over to the County Council and University Library. Now the Corporation 

may publish a list of them. 36 05 11a 

 

1936 09 23 

The new Folk Museum which is to be opened in Cambridge shortly will not be filled with glass cases 

containing stuffed birds. The rooms will be authentically furnished – one visitor to the bar-parlour 

even asked for a pint of bitter. It was unfortunate that the front of the old White Horse Inn had been 

modernised 25 years ago, but interesting old beams were revealed after the interior walls had been 

stripped of many layers of paper. A modern fireplace had been removed and electricity installed. They 

now need everyday objects, craftsmen’s tools, toys and an old smock, Mr Saville Peck told Rotarians. 

36 09 23 

 

1936 10 07 

Folk Museum receive toll board from cottage at Clayhithe – 36 10 07 

 

1936 11 04 

The Cambridge and County Folk Museum at the old ‘White Horse Inn’ was opened in the presence of 

a large company. It would become a clearing house of information on local matters in a town where 

there is more information about Papua than Pampisford. The Corporation had handed over its old 

measures, the steelyard used at Stourbridge Fair and the High Constable’s stave while the Public 

Library had loaned portraits and caricatures to give a human touch to the museum. Miss Catherine 

Parsons has accepted the position of honorary curator with Reginald Lambeth as custodian. 36 11 04b 

& c   

 

1937 01 30 

Folk Museum disappointed about lack of interest – description – 37 01 30 

 

1937 03 04 

Miss Lilian Clarke gave a lantern lecture on ‘Lady Margaret and her two colleges’ in the Reference 

Room of the Central Library. She drew on her wonderful store of knowledge of bygone Cambridge 

with many interesting anecdotes that kept her large audience entertained. Recently it has been found 

that the main gate of St John’s College was being rattled down by the heavy lorries which passed 

through the narrow streets every night. It will be necessary to rebuild, but there are problems in 

getting bricks to match  37 03 04 

 

1938 11 01 
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Parish councils to be asked for a list of parochial documents under their control; they should be stored 

in a museum. But they were very loathe to part with them. 38 11 01 

 

1938 12 17 

Libraries want old pictures of Guildhall site to copy 38 12 17 [2.15] 

 

1939 02 11 

Cambridge Central Library lending department will transfer to what is now the main reading-room 

making it more commodious and in every way more convenient both for borrowers and the library 

assistants. With better natural lighting and the new bookcases the books will be shown to greater 

advantage and readers should be able to move round more freely. The present lending department will 

be used mainly for the newspapers. Magazines and periodicals will be found on the other side in the 

present reference room and librarian’s room which will open into each other. The librarian’s new 

room will be upstairs in the present education offices, and there too the reference room will be found. 

(As part of these changes the Cambridgeshire Collection moves from public view). 39 02 11a 

 

1939 02 13 

Mary Green exhibition of water colours at Cambridge library, recently donated – 39 02 13a  

 

1937 09 27 

Microfilm will bring the library resources of the world to the desk of an individual scholar, a 

Cambridge conference was told. The prodigious daily flood of newspapers can be compressed 

photographically into little rolls of microfilm making them perpetually ‘in print’ while censuses, birth 

and death records and correspondence can be duplicated. The technology is still being developed and 

will take much longer than expected, but a satisfactory reading machine should cost about as much as 

a portable typewriter  37 09 27 

 

1939 02 28 

Folk Museum’s progress, Catherine Parsons honorary curator – 39 02 28 

 

1939 11 21 

The last Georgian bow-fronted shop window in Cambridge was at 45 Bridge Street It was saved from 

demolition and re-erected in the yard of the Cambridge Folk Museum by Mr E.C. Lambeth, assistant 

curator. It is thought that the shop was Ald Nutting’s coffee house attached to the old Red Lion Inn in 

Bridge Street 39 11 21c 

 

1940 08 17 

Folk Museum only museum open to public at present; issues pamphlet – 40 08 17a 

 

1941 04 24 

Folk Museum treasures – Ald Peck talks to Women’s Luncheon Club – 41 04 24 

 

1941 08 09 

Need preservation of old parochial documents and papers – Bishop’s Advisory Committee will advise 

– 41 08 09a 

 

1943 02 20 

Folk Museum annual meeting, E. Saville Peck acting chairman, Frost’s flying machine had been 

offered but was nowhere to store it – 43 02 20a   

 

1945 06 06 

Folk Museum offered Abbey House in recognition of VE Day; was sold by Askham to Fairhaven on 

understanding that passed to National Trust.  Abbey House bought by Lord Fairhaven from Askham 

family; house dilapidated & in form of three dwellings; [45 06 06 TT, 66 12 28]  
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1946 03 07 

Folk Museum raises funds to accept Lord Fairhaven offer of Abbey House – 46 03 07  

 

1946 03 23 

Boxes labelled ‘Vintage Champagne’ but containing Parker Collection of manuscripts returned under 

guard to Corpus Christi College from wartime home in Welsh National Library – 46 03 23a  

 

1946 06 13 

Declaration of Trust in favour of Folk Museum in recognition of VE Day and thank-offering for 

deliverance from the perils of war; Folk Museum let off as three dwellings by Fairhaven to Folk 

Museum - CDN 1945 06 13 Abbey House – historical facts by F.A. Keynes – CDN 1945 06 15.  1973 

conveyance to City council [5]  

 

1948 

Cambridgeshire Record Office - a part-time honorary archivist appointed 63 09 11d 

 

1950 03 04 

Mary Greene paintings lent for display at Folk Museum 50 03 04 

 

1950 05 24 

Mr Sidney Inskip Ladds has left his written, drawing and printed material in folders marked “S” 

together with photographs, prints and negatives to the Norris Library, St Ives. All similar material 

marked “H” and a series of Huntingdonshire maps and watercolour pictures of local churches have 

been presented to Huntingdon county council to be preserved by them in the Reference Library there. 

 

1950 10 21  

Cambridge councillors decided not to take over Abbey House and assume responsibility for its future 

after the Folk Museum had raised £2,000 to effect the transfer of the Museum there from the old 

White Horse Inn. The house contains some very fine rooms suitable for display of exhibits but would 

mean they had to rehouse the families now living there. There was no doubt that in ordinary time the 

council would have been able to take the Museum over but it could not take on anything at the present 

time because they are so hard up 50 10 21 

 

1950 10 28 

Historical documents dating from the 13th century to 1944 have been deposited with the County 

Archivist during the past year. He is particularly pleased to report the minute book of the Cottenham 

parish invasion committee 1941-44. “For the benefit of future historians, it is most important that such 

archives should be preserved”, he observed 50 10 28 

 

1951 11 01 

Minutes and correspondence of the Histon and Impington Invasion Committee 1940-1945 are now 

among documents in the Cambridgeshire county archives. Also deposited are the minutes of the Lord 

Lieutenant’s Central Emergency Committee 1914-1918. The archivist, Capt Bales says: “I feel sure 

there are many such documents in different villages and I fear the results of a fresh salvage drive”. He 

asks for increased storage accommodation as the Muniment Room is very crowded and the documents 

are scattered in various rooms of the Shire Hall and Law Courts.  

 

1952 02 02 

The possibility of Cambridge librarians co-operating in the attempt to compile a union catalogue of all 

books in the University, City and County libraries relating to the University, City and County of 

Cambridge was enthusiastically received by members of the Cambridge Library Group. It would 

enable anyone to look for a book which was to be found in any of 25 libraries. On the whole the 

college libraries’ catalogues of old books were not good & in two colleges the librarian had said it 

was useless to rely on them.  52 02 02 
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1954 07 27 

Membership of the Cambridgeshire Local History Council has increased, attendance at meetings and 

excursions is higher than ever & the Bulletin had been published more or less on time, but there is still 

much to do. Local History groups in Sawston and Fulbourn are flourishing but there are large areas of 

the county that are sadly undeveloped as far as local history is concerned. They needed more village 

correspondents and anybody with old pictures of their village should notify them. There would be a 

room built at the Shire Hall in the future for the archives and it would be a good thing to get the 

interest of school children.  

 

1955 06 27 

Opening an exhibition celebrating 100 years of public libraries in Cambridge, the Master of Pembroke 

College, F.C. Roberts, said he was proud to have been chairman of the Library committee for some 

years adding: “I should have been even prouder if my first name had been correctly spelt! But these 

occasional mistakes show librarians have humanity as well as scholarship”. There are books of every 

description, a machine through which microfilm copies of newspapers are shown and a cartoon by 

Ronald Searle. 55 06 27 a-b [2.10, 4.2]  

 

 

1957 07 25 

Miss Lilian Clarke has left all her books on Cambridge and her pamphlets, pictures, maps, newspaper 

cuttings, lantern slides and negatives to the City Library with the request that all duplicate items be 

sold and applied towards the publication of her book ‘Cambridge Calling’. She also left all her papers 

relating to the Clarke family to the County Library at March and her blankets and pillow cases to the 

Evelyn Nursing Home. 57 07 25 

 

1958 07 25 

A little two-bedroomed cottage should be built for Enid Porter, the Curator of the Folk Museum, 

councillors agreed. The five-bedroomed flat they’d allocated as emergency accommodation was 

condemned property; it was just a mass of corrugated iron which spoils the beauty of Northampton 

Street. It would be an insult to offer it to her and should be used to relieve the housing problem for a 

larger family   58 07 25a 

 

1959 04 25 

Folk Museum objects ‘thrown away’ – Lambeth; Folk Museum objects discarded – 59 04 25b 

 

1960 05 28 

 East Anglian Bibliography launched – 60 05 28a & b 

 

1961 02 10 

Bernard Grainger does nothing all day but repair documents that have lain unattended for many years. 

He is archive repairer for the County Record Office and estimates that the amount of maps alone 

awaiting repair would take him all his working life to complete. No attempt is made to touch up or 

repaint the documents in any way and they leave his small office in exactly the same state as when 

they first came in. This is very specialised work and only 19 record offices in the country boast such 

experts  61 02 10 

 

1961 12 21 

Cambridge Folk Museum has been closed for the last nine months while various alterations and 

extensions have taken place. Several major improvements have been made as part of a programme 

that started four years ago. First the building was re-roofed, then a house was erected for the resident 

curator, Miss Enid Porter. This meant the old house at no.3 Castle Street became available for 

museum use. It has been redecorated, the staircases widened and a new system of oil heating installed  

61 12 21a  

 

1963 09 11 
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Cambridgeshire Record Office dates from 1930 when records were first sent to the County Council 

for safe keeping; it was then responsible for the Isle of Ely, Huntingdonshire and Rutland. In 1948 a 

part-time honorary archivist was appointed and the staff has gradually increased to an archivist, 

assistant and repairer. Although they have a few postal inquiries, most students come in person and do 

much of the searching themselves. The most frequent enquires are legal, usually concerning rights of 

way or ditches, then come genealogists, especially Mormons, and people interested in the history of 

their house. They have considerable arrears in cataloguing documents and have not yet been able to 

prepare guides or arrange exhibitions, Mr Farrar, the County Archivist, told Rotarians  63 09 11d 

 

1964 03 28 

Contents of Ely museum, collected by Vernon Cross in Ye Olde Tea Rooms and Museum to be 

auctioned. Building ransacked by Littleport Rioters in 1816. It was restored by his father in 1905 

when the collection was started – photos – 64 03 28 

 

1964 04 16 

A turf-digging tool and a fork used for harvesting were among the fenland tools bought for the Folk 

Museum at the sale of antiquities from Vernon Cross’s ‘Ye Olde Tea Rooms’ at Ely. The curator, 

Miss Enid Porter, was among the crowd of buyers. She also obtained two Doulton spirit barrels and an 

18th-century digester. Plaster moulds from old Ely houses, an unusual type of frying pan and a 19th-

century knife cleaner were also purchased  64 04 16 

 

1964 06 10 

Enid Porter, Folk Museum curator – profile  64 06 10 

 

1964 07 22 

The Isle of Ely will lose one of its most ancient offices – that of Custos Rotulorum – when the county 

is amalgamated with Cambridgeshire next April. The office dates back to about 1460 and is 

responsible for the records of the county and quarter sessions. The present holder is Ald Leonard 

Childs of Chatteris who was appointed by the King in 1952. In Cambridgeshire the office is held by 

the Lord Lieutenant, Ald R.H. Parker   64 07 22a 

 

1964 08 17 

‘Focus on Cambridge’ is a new documentary film seen through the eyes of two tourists as they drift 

along the Cam in a punt. Made by Norman Mason-Smith of Forgeron Films it is intended for people 

lecturing on Cambridge or tourists wishing to take home a memento of their visit. It was filmed in 

Technicolor, lasts 16 minutes and is available in 16mm format for £22 10s [about £370 at today’s 

prices]. Cambridge City Libraries have agreed to take a copy 64 08 17 

 

1964 10 22 

Central Library a ‘public disgrace’; is cramped but wrong to spend money now; trying to give 1964 

service from 1882 building. The old rooms have pipes running through them and are full of dust. The 

number of readers has doubled since 1954 but wish had building to display stocks and comfortable 

reading conditions for borrowers  –  pictures of Cambridgeshire Collection and school lending 

department – 64 10 22a & 64 10 21 

 

1965 01 28 

Cambridge Librarian, Eric Cave, is anxious to provide a permanent home in the central library for odd 

items of Cambridge interest like old books, scrapbooks, prints and photographs. He had recently 

received a scrapbook of the public activities of the late Ald W.L. Raynes when he was Mayor from 

1931 to 1932. His executors sent them having seen a report about a similar gift from another former 

Mayor  65 01 28 

 

1965 07 14 

Folk Museum curators pay ‘real scandal’ - £8 per week  [65 07 14]  
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1965 10 22 

Eric Milner wants to start special records library of everything broadcast on television or radio about 

Cambridge – 65 10 22b  

 

1966 07 01 

County Record Office feature – Domesday Book, maps – 66 07 01 

 

1967 03 01 

Concern that city archives are kept under proper control. Some are University Library, some in 

University Registry and some in the City Library. Appointment of city archivist to be considered. 

Would like someone lent by Fitzwilliam Museum or University Library to put matters in order. – 67 

03 01a  

 

1967 08 31 

New Central Library ‘by end of 1971’,probably on three floors with lending, information bureau, 

schools library, music, newspaper room, reference; a further 10,000 sq feet proposed tentatively for a 

central archives area – 67 08 31b 

 

1968 08 26 

Enid Porter, Folk Museum – profile – 68 08 26  

 

1968 10 18 

City Library service is not just books – valuable collections of local history, of maps, directories, 

playbills and a thousand other items are hidden from the pubic gaze; record library finally established 

– feature – 68 10 18, 18a  

 

1969 03 19 

Enid Porter ‘Cambridgeshire customs and folklore’ book published; review – 69 03 19b  

 

1969 11 12 

Cambridge Collection grows – ‘Arbury News’ magazines being added by J. Barham, is developing an 

S.D.I. system to inform readers; copy photos, use of books increases 50% in three years – 69 11 12  

 

1970 02 05 

Walter Lane takes photos 1947 fen floods – to be centrepiece Cambridgeshire Collection exhibition 

organised by Mike Petty in Guildhall – feature – 70 02 05; exhibition sets up – Mike Petty, Alison 

Barker, Clare Beatty - photo – 70 02 11a 

 

1970 06 12 

Dr Dale has private ‘black museum’ – feature – 70 06 12 & a  

 

1970 07 29 

Dr Dale’s black museum sold, no buyers for county gallows – 70 07 29c 

 

1971 10 12 

Cambridgeshire Collection exhibition on River Cam in Guildhall, Mike Petty and G.R. Wilson – 71 

10 12  

 

1971 09 22 

Cambridgeshire Collection Mike Petty starts SDI scheme [71 09 22] 

 

1972  

The Cambridge & County Folk Museum is run on a shoestring, but thanks to its indefatigable curator, 

Miss Enid Porter, it has become a model of what a people's museum should be - intimate, quaint and 

compact. That the museum so ably embraces the local community's way of life is due, undoubtedly, to 
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the skill and reputation of its curator, who is acknowledged as an expert on East Anglian folk lore and 

witchcraft and is particularly renowned for her understanding of fenland. Miss Porter is a powerhouse 

of activity since coming to Cambridge in 1947 she has created an invaluable display of  bygones and 

bric-a-brac. When it is remembered that she does it on £3,000 a year the scale and depth of the 

exhibition is nothing short of miraculous c72 09 02 

 

1972 10 10 

An 1875 bicycle made a rare appearance on the streets of Cambridge to promote Cambridge City 

Library's Cambridgeshire Collection exhibition "Tourism in Cambridge" at the Small Hall of the 

Guildhall. Its owner, Mr J.D. Howes took it from his Regent Street shop and gave it a spin along the 

road before it went to the Guildhall. The third exhibition of its type to be staged by the library it puts 

Cambridge into its proper setting for both Fenland, county and city are covered by the various 

displays 72 10 10 

 

1973 03 17 

Cambridgeshire Collection may be given to District Council at Local Government Reorganisation [73 

03 17] 

 

1973 04 27 

Cambridgeshire Collection to be kept in Cambridge following Local Government Reorganisation 

which passes responsibly for library services from City to County Council [73 04 27] 

 

1973 09 27 

New Central Library, no provision should be made for the Tourist Bureau , District Council 

recommended to deposit the bulk of the City Archives in the County Record Office and no provision 

for storage be made in new library. Cambridgeshire Collection to be housed, displayed and used for 

research purposes in the new Library at the expense of the County Counicl.  City Library committee 

minute R 

 

1973 10 23 

City Council Civic Affairs Committee agree retention of the Cambridgeshire Collection in the Central 

Library and its subsequent transfer to the new library in Lion Yard, subject to the cost of maintenance 

being borne by the County Council. A complete catalogue should be made as soon as possible 

 

1973 11 05 

Cambridge District Board unanimously support recommendation that the Cambridgeshire Collection 

be retained in the Central Library and subsequently transferred to the new Library in Lion Yard. 

 

1974 01 05  

One of Cambridge’s finest medieval buildings, the Abbey House in Abbey Road, was formally 

presented to the city council as a gift from the Cambridge Folk Museum. The house was originally 

given to the museum in 1946 by the first Lord Fairhaven who had hoped it would be an enlarged Folk 

Museum. But the curator, Miss Enid Porter, said he had come to realise the building was just not 

suitable and the museum did not have the resources to keep the house in good repair 74 01 05 

 

1974 02 07 

City Archives: ownership of the City Council’s records would transfer to the District Council who 

could decide whether to retain at Guildhall or deposit in the charge of the County Record Office 

74/m/17 

 

1974 04 30 

One of the most significant features of the reorganisation of local government from 1st April 1974, 

has been the changes in function. Cambridge city council will have no further responsibility for 

education, libraries, weights and measures, sewage disposal, or the domiciliary health service. The 

advantages claimed for the transfer of these services to larger bodies should lead to greater 
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specialisation, the adoption of improved methods and techniques, better levels of service and 

economy of scale.  Time will show whether these ideals can be realised. 

 

1975 05 24  

For the first time since it was produced almost 20 years ago a prize-winning history of Cherry Hinton 

is to be available for reference at libraries. The contents were compiled by the Women’s Institute in 

1958. But the book, hand-written and with water-colour sketches, was too fragile to be easily 

available. But now staff from the Cambridgeshire Collection have made three complete copies of the 

book. One will be at Cherry Hinton library 75 05 24 

 

1975 06 04 

Folk Museum closed due illness curator & no deputy, (Enid retires 1976)  [75 08 04]  

 

1975 09 17  

Over 25 years of argument, several million pounds of ratepayers’ money and three years of toil what 

will we get? The Lion Yard development. On the first floor is a modest entrance to a building that 

Cambridge has desperately needed for many years … the new library. It has three floors. The top will 

be used for housing the Cambridgeshire Collection. On the first floor is a children’s’ room where 

young readers can comfortably browse through their selection. The building bears about as much 

comparison with the old Wheeler Street library as Buckingham Palace does with the Black Hole of 

Calcutta 75 09 17 

 

1975 09 26  

Standards of service in Cambridge Libraries have fallen since their administration was taken over by 

the County Council last year, City Councillors claimed. They were reminded of the decision to allow 

the city’s ancient records to be housed in the County Archivist’s’ Department at Shire Hall. Counc 

Warren said: “It would have been even more convenient for the records to have been placed in the 

new library in the Lion Yard as we had intended in the first place” 75 09 26 

 

1975 12 05 

Princess Anne, making her first official visit to Cambridge, insisted on an impromptu chat with some 

of the thousands of sight-seers who thronged the city centre Lion Yard shopping centre. An estimated 

10,000 people packed the Market Square and stood eight deep each side of Petty Cury as she walked 

into the new shopping centre. She stopped to talk to the delighted shop girls who were crowding their 

doorways and also to the eager shoppers who pressed forward to get a closer look at her. She 

explained: “I am not a complete stranger here because I have been shown around the university and 

city unofficially by two previous students who are both fans of the old city” c75 12 05 (photo 158.74) 

 

1976 03 16  

Both visitors and staff at the Cambridge County Record Office, Shire Hall, are still having to put up 

with overcrowded conditions. One visitor has described conditions as “the worst of any record office 

in the country”. The county archivist says in his annual report that there has been no improvement in 

office or search room space. One woman who had been offered a post on the staff had declined it 

because of the overcrowding which she had observed 76 03 16 

 

1976 12 07 

The curator of the Cambridge Folk Museum, Miss Enid Porter, is retiring this week because of ill-

health, after running it single-handed for about 29 years. At the moment she is in hospital and the 

museum is closed. Since she took charge of the museum in 1947 its popularity and size have grown 

considerably. It was started following an exhibition of folk items by the Women’s Institute in 1936. 

Cambridge Rotarians launched an appeal for a folk museum and eventually the present premises in 

Castle Street were acquired. Miss Porter has been a prolific author, writing books on Cambridgeshire 

folklore and customs and contributing articles to regional magazines 76 12 07 

 

1977 09 03 
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City Council suggests return of historical records, Cambridgeshire Collection, to them [77 09 03] 

 

1977 11 17 

Cambridge City Council is to think again about plans to sell the mid 17th-century Abbey House in 

Abbey Road. The Folk Museum Trustees had given the ancient house to the city council only four 

years ago in the hope they would look after it. Coun Warren said: “It is shameful if the council is now 

considering selling the house and keeping the money itself.” Coun John Powley said that money to 

repair the property was limited and the best course would be to sell it to the person living there and let 

him carry out repair working costing thousands of pounds. 77 11 17 

 

1977 12 07  

Plans to save branch libraries from closure by moving careers advice offices into Cambridge central 

library have angered librarians. Andrew Armour said the move could lead to conditions as cramped as 

those in the old library in Wheeler Street. “It seems that just as we were settling down to being 

librarians we are back in the melting pot again”. It would mean moving the children’s & music 

libraries into the lending library with possible closure of the picture loan service, closure of the ‘quick 

reference’ section and moving the Cambridgeshire Collection into the reference library causing 

enormous disruption in services to readers. 77 12 07 

 

1978 01 31  

A recent move to sell the Abbey House, Cambridge to its long-standing tenant, retired Professor Peter 

Danckwerts, raised eyebrows among people who know the history of the place. It was bought for the 

Folk Museum by Lord Fairhaven in 1945. No endowment was made and the museum found it 

impossible to keep up the house. It was given to the city in 1973 and the city has found it an 

embarrassment ever since, spending little on repairs. But a former Mayor and chairman of the 

Cambridge Preservation Society threatened to take the city council to court if it was sold  78 02 31 

 

1978 12 11 

Cambridgeshire Collection receives two major donations [78 12 11] 

 

1983 03 10 

Mike Petty, Cambridgeshire Collection Librarian, 10 Mar 1983 CEN neg 938.83.33 (photo 218.56) 

Mike Petty with Sara Payne in Cambs Collection - photo used in 'Down Your Street' (photo 218.57) 

 

1983 04 06 

Colonel Guennadi Primakov, one of three Russians ordered out of Britain for spying, openly used the 

Cambridge Lion Yard Library for part of his intelligence-gathering work. He consulted newspaper 

cuttings files on civil defence in the Cambridgeshire Collection. At that time, in 1980, Defence 

Secretary Francis Pym had announced the decision to site Cruise missiles at Molesworth prompting 

2,000 opponents of the scheme to march in protest. Librarians noticed him photocopying the files and 

consulted local police, but they said it was a matter for Scotland Yard. 83 04 06 

 

1984 01 19 

Enid Porter ran the Cambridge Folk Museum single-handed from 1947 for 30 years and the 

impressive collection now it now houses museum was largely as a result of her endeavour. She took 

the entrance money, arranged exhibitions and cleaned the museum. In 1968 she had not had a pay rise 

for 15 years; her wages were £8 a week at a time when comparable jobs were paying £1,500 a year. 

Richard Wilson, the current curator said “She was a marvellous lively woman who gave her life to the 

museum” 84 01 19 p6 

 

1985 03 01 

Cambridgeshire Collection Librarian Mike Petty addresses conference in Sardinia [85 03 01] 

 

1986 05 27 

Cambridgeshire Collection given Jack Overhill books [86 05 27] 
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1986 12 18 

Folk Museum celebrate 50th anniversary – Tom Doig – 86 12 18 

 

1987 04 25 

City councillors have stepped in to stave off the shock closure of the Cambridge Folk Museum which 

is celebrating its 50th anniversary. They decided to give an immediate grant to help it over its financial 

crisis for the next six months after its curator, Tom Doig, told how it received little income and there 

were no private financial resources. Councillors are also rethinking proposals to treble the Museum’s 

rent to £12,000 a year. 87 04 25 

 

1988 12 01 

Cambridgeshire Collection produces sepia pictures for sale [88 12 01] 

 

1988 08 12 

Cambridge Family History Centre, newly opened at the Church of Latter Day Saints, Cherry Hinton 

Road, has access to millions of names and a registry of researchers worldwide who are willing to 

share information. There are also millions of microfilm and microfiche. 88 08 12b & c 

 

1988 08 13 

Cambridge & County Folk Museum is facing a cash crisis. Curator Tom Doig says the situation is so 

desperate he may have to close the 500-year-old museum in Castle Street before Christmas. The 

County Council has refused any funding and the City has cut its grant, meaning he can no longer 

afford to pay staff.. The Mayor said is it outrageous that they can’t find the money to keep it going   

The museum is of great importance as an educational resource and it would be a tragedy if it were to 

close 88 08 13, 88 08 17, 88 08 17a 

 

1989 01 27 

Tom Doig has done a very good job as curator of the Cambridge and County Folk Museum for the 

past five years despite little encouragement and many difficulties. The little museum is a most 

marvellous means of encouraging a sense of community and plays a central role in teaching young 

people about their area. Yet it is desperately poorly financed, scandalously cramped and largely 

failing to exploit its potential. I hope whoever inherits Tom’s unenviable task at the museum will also 

show his enthusiasm and refusal to be cast down by difficulties. Never before has the public been 

more interested and enthralled by local history. And never has the need for a dramatic re-appraisal of 

this very valuable museum been more needed – Christopher South  89 01 27a   

 

1989 03 03 

Jack Overhill was known by many people as an author and broadcaster – giving 55 talks for the BBC 

and publishing three books. But most people will remember him as a keen swimmer. The founder of 

the Granta Swimming Club, he took a daily dip in the Cam for more than 60 years. After leaving 

school at 14 he followed his father’s trade of shoemaker and in the 1920s set up one of the country’s 

first football pools coupons. “His diaries and the dramatized novels he wrote represent a most 

important history of backstreet Cambridge in the 1920s and 30s”, said Cambridgeshire Collection 

Librarian, Mike Petty 89 03 03b 

 

1989 07 10 

Cambridge Library is to close for two weeks as part of a computerisation programme to streamline 

efficiency. It will replace the system installed in 1976. But the Cambridgeshire Collection will be 

open as normal 89 07 10a 

 

1989 08 03 

VCH vol.9 published, exhibition in Cambridgeshire Collection – 89 08 03 

 

1990 02 21 
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Sir – I was horrified so see the County Council is proposing to make a devastating cut in the funds 

allocated to the county record office.  As this is the Cinderella of the council departments it would 

seem grossly unfair to deal it such a blow. Other counties have a more enlightened appreciation of the 

importance of the precious inheritance to be found in local documents. It should be remembered that it 

is in the records office that the papers recording the decisions of the council will be housed for future 

generations to give their verdict on – P. White  90 02 21b n 

 

1990 07 26 

Cambridgeshire Collection Librarian Mike Petty presented with T.C. Farries ‘Librarian of the Year’ 

award  90 07 26 

 

 

 

 

 

 


